BUSINESS

Ice Breaker Activity

Blind Drawing

Divide groups into pairs, assigning one person in the pair the role of speaker and the other the role of
listener. Without letting the listener see, give the speaker a picture of geometric shapes. The listener
will need a pencil and sheet of paper.

Next, the speaker needs to describe the picture to the listener, who is not allowed to speak. Once the
listener has finished drawing, compare the attempt to the original picture.

This activity shows what happens when communication breaks down. It shows the importance of two-
way communication. It demonstrates that, in addition to transmitting and interpreting a message,
communication is about creating strategies to understand one another.

Use the exercise as a starting point to discuss how employees can use better communication skills at
work. Consider how someone may misinterpret unclear instructions — including how the activity
would have had different results if the listener was able to ask questions.
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